Braintree Electric
Light Department
and
BELD Broadband

A monthly newsletter for BELD & BELD Broadband customers, published September 2017

Driving electric: The inside story
Below is an edited version of an article written by Sustainable Braintree President Mike
Cavanaugh and published in Braintree Patch. Mike—who drives a 2017 Chevy Bolt—recently
drove from Braintree to Burlington, Vt. … and still had 25% charge when he arrived. That’s
230 miles of all-electric highway driving!
In June, I did something I’ve been meaning to do
for a long time—something that made sense for
me and my family, and also for my position as
President of Sustainable Braintree. I did what Bob
Dylan did more than 50 years ago: I went electric.

tial use), the battery is recyclable, meaning the
mining costs need not be re-spent. While the
methods of mining and battery manufacture can
and should be improved, taking action against
climate change cannot take a back seat.

There are many people who either aren’t aware
of the many benefits to driving electric, or have
heard misleading information. I’d like to address
this because—for the vast majority of Braintree
residents—driving an electric vehicle (EV) is not
only a viable option, but an easy way to do your
part for the environment.

Second, while it is certainly true that the fuel
source moves from the pump to whatever
your energy provider uses as fuel, the carbon
savings are still substantial. Take the fuel mix
in New England. About 14% of the region’s
electricity supply in 2016 came from clean
energy (including wind, solar, and water).
Another 26% came from nuclear, which is far
from perfect, but still carbon-neutral. Only
about 2% came from coal or oil, the biggest
carbon culprits. These numbers will continue
to improve as more carbon-free solar and
wind generation come on line.

The two biggest environmental myths I hear are:
1. Mining and manufacturing EV batteries
are terrible for the environment, so EVs are
actually worse than gasoline-powered cars
2. Because EVs run on electricity instead of
gas— and electricity is still largely powered
by fossil fuels—the carbon savings aren’t
significant, if they even exist at all
Both of these statements are grounded in truth
but are misleading as they hardly tell the whole
story.
First, yes…similar to other mining operations,
the extraction of metals for EV batteries involves
processes that can pollute the land and water
near the mining site. The industry absolutely
needs to improve on that front and has been
making progress. However, once the initial environmental cost is paid, it’s paid for—for good.
Over the lifespan of the car, the lack of tailpipe
emissions cuts the overall carbon cost in half.
Sometimes you have to spend in order to save,
and that’s certainly true here.
Moreover, once the car has reached the end of
its life or the battery no longer maintains the
expected charge (a decade or more after ini-

Transportation amounts to more than half of
Braintree’s residential carbon footprint. Switching to electric vehicles is affordable, easy, and
(most important to me) one of the most immediate changes we can make as everyday citizens
to have a positive impact on the environment.
I made the decision to switch to electric with
help from Braintree Drives Electric, a local
program educating Braintree residents about
EVs, and encouraging them to
switch to a greener, cheaper
way to drive. It’s a fantastic
way to make Braintree truly
sustainable.
If you have an interesting EV
story, please share it with
us! You could be featured in
this space.
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Braintree

Ride
and
Drive

Braintree Drives
Electric will celebrate National
Drive Electric week
Saturday, Sept. 9,
with a special Ride
and Drive event
at Braintree High
School, 1–4 p.m.
Come mark the
program’s success
during its first year
with food, test drives
and giveaways!
Visit BraintreeDrivesElectric.com
(without the hyphen)
for complete details
or—if you missed
the event—sign up
for a test
drive that
starts
and ends
wherever
you’d like.

This annual celebration is observed the first
week of October by 2,000+ utilities that collectively provide electricity on a not-for-profit
basis to more than 48 million Americans.
BELD is a public power system controlled by
the community it serves. This provides our
town with important benefits not enjoyed by
customers of private, investor-owned utilities.

land Ave. for a tasty meal prepared and served
by the Braintree Rotary Club and hear a BELD
representative give an overview of what’s new
at the Light Department. Two seatings will
be available, 8 and 9:30 a.m., so please call
781.848.1963 after Sept. 1 to make your reservation. There’ll be giveaways and drawings as
well. We look forward to seeing you!

Look for the BELD tent at the Farmers Market between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
30. We’ll be talking about our partnership
with Braintree Drives Electric, a local initiative
designed to help Braintree residents take full
advantage of all the benefits of driving electric
vehicles. We’ll also be handing out giveaways
and providing information on our new broadband offerings and other services. Bright Ideas
readers can enter our free drawing exclusively
for Braintree residents for a chance to win a
“Taste of the Market” basket. Complete the
ticket here and bring it to our tent to enter.

For information on Public Power Week,
visit our website at www.beld.com.

Win a
“Taste of the Farmers Market”
basket
Name
Phone
number
(mobile, if possible)

Complete this ticket and bring it to the Farmers Market
Sept. 30 for your chance to take home the goodies!

A user-friendly on-screen guide, developed by TiVo
Your favorite cable and broadcast channels with 		
leading over-the-top video services like Netflix, YouTube,
Hulu and more … without switching TV inputs between multiple devices
Easy-to-use parental controls through TiVo Central
A powerful universal search function to easily find all your viewing options, no matter
their location
Manage all this with just one remote control
•
•

Stay tuned for more details as BELD Broadband begins to roll out this service in your neighborhood!

Community Bulletin Board
Friends of Pond Meadow Park
Pumpkin Fest/Family Day
Sat. 10/21; 11 a.m.– 4 p.m. Hayrides, face painting, games, pumpkins, decorations & food;
781.843.7663.

Braintree Choral Society's 94th season
New singers are welcome as preparations begin
for the winter program 12/12. BCS is a non-

www.beld.com for
online BillPay,
or call 781.348.1001
(sign up for AutoPay
to save time & money!)

Our office is open from 7:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Customer
Service is open
until 7 p.m. on Thursday.
Drop Boxes

Top of Potter Road
Beside Town Hall

Braintree Cooperative Bank

1010 Washington St.
372 Washington St.

BROADBAND HELPDESK

Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sat-Sun: 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

COMMISSION MEETINGS

Soon BELD Broadband will launch a new hybrid set-top box that
will make your television viewing experience better than ever! Just
look at these features:

•

PAYMENT OPTIONS

PAYMENT LOCATIONS
150 Potter Road

BELD Broadband goes over the top this fall

•
•

www.beld.com
150 Potter Road
Braintree, MA 02184
781.348.BELD (2353)

audition chorus open to anyone with a passion
for learning & singing quality choral music.
braintreechoralsociety@gmail.com

Braintree Recycling
Styrofoam; paper plates, towels, and napkins; and
plastic bags and wrappers should not be recycled.
Plastic bags can be dropped off at your grocery
store; everything else should go in the trash.
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Public meetings are usually
held monthly. Call
781.348.2353 or check
www.beld.com
to confirm time and date.
HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Monday, September 4
Labor Day
Friday, September 22
Employee Appreciation Day
(office will close at 10:45 am)
Monday, October 9
Columbus Day

COMMISSIONERS

In partnership with the Department of Elder
Affairs, we’ll host our popular annual Senior
Breakfast Tuesday, Oct. 3. Come to 71 Cleve-
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