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Have you considered driving an electric 
vehicle (EV), but haven’t made the switch 
yet? Nearly 2,000 of your fellow Bay Staters 
have started driving electric this year alone. 
Whether you’re hosting holiday festivities 
at your house, or driving hundreds of miles 
to visit friends and family (perhaps in the 
Chevy Bolt, with its 238-mile range), EVs just 
might come up in conversation. 

Maybe your discussions about this year’s hur-
ricanes will shift into debates about things 
you can do to combat climate change. Maybe 
your cousin is one of the half-million people 
on the waitlist for the new Tesla Model 3. 
Maybe you noticed new EV chargers at the 
rest area on the way to your parents’ house. 
Or maybe you just read an interesting piece 
in the latest issue of Bright Ideas that you’d 
like to share with your loved ones. In any 
case, here are a few helpful conversational 
tidbits you can bring to your holiday dinner.

Sister: “How was the drive?”
You: “Smooth, quiet, didn’t have to stop for 
gas … the usual. How was yours?”

Uncle: “Isn’t an electric car just a fancy golf 
cart?”
You: “Does your golf cart go zero to sixty in 
six seconds, and have Bluetooth, a touch-
screen, and 200 miles of range?”

Niece: “Did you notice that pumpkin spice 
lattes got more expensive this year?”
You: “I got my new car for the price of your 
daily coffee. And, yes, the PSL price did rise 
but it’s worth it every year!”

Grandson: “We should get a sports car. 
Something shiny and fast!”
You: “Did you know that the fastest produc-
tion car ever is the Tesla Model S? All-elec-
tric, of course. I saw a bunch of them on the 
way here.”

Mother: “What are you thankful for this 
year?”
You (bowing head): “I’m thankful to live in 
a state that prioritizes the environment with 
great EV incentives and a focus on renewable 
energy.”

Brother: “Wow, gas got expensive all of a 
sudden! Those hurricanes in Texas and 
Louisiana probably didn’t help.”
You: “Actually, I haven’t noticed. I charge 
my car at home, and my electric bill hasn’t 
changed much at all in recent years. My cost 
to charge is about the same as getting gas for 
$1.30!”

Grandmother: “This wine you brought is 
delicious!”
You: “I’ve been spending less money lately 
with my new EV, so I thought I would up-
grade the wine this year.”

No matter the conversation, there’s always an 
opportunity to get excited about your EV. 
And if you haven’t made the switch yet, what 
are you waiting for?

If you’re interested in EVs, have any ques-
tions or concerns, or just want to chat 
about the growing electric trend, visit 
BraintreeDrivesElectric.com, or contact us 
at BraintreeDrivesElectric@BELD.com or 
781.303.4994.

How to talk about EVs during the holiday season
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BELD crews have 
been busy updating 
the street lights in 

your neighborhood. 
Nearly 3,800 LED 

lights are now illu-
minating Braintree 

roads, so our swap-
out project is com-
plete. We hope you 
like the new lights 
near your home. If 

you have any ques-
tions or concerns,  

contact us at 
cservice@beld.com 

or 
781.348.BELD (2353). 

Street

project
light



Bright Ideas is printed on 30%
post-consumer recycled paper
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PAYMENT OPTIONS
www.beld.com for

online BillPay, 
or call 781.348.1001
(sign up for AutoPay

to save time & money!) 

PAYMENT LOCATIONS
150 Potter Road

Our office is open from 7:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Customer 

Service is open
until 7 p.m. on Thursday.

Drop Boxes
Top of Potter Road
Beside Town Hall 

Braintree Cooperative Bank
1010 Washington St.
372 Washington St.

BROADBAND HELPDESK
Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sat-Sun: 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

COMMISSION MEETINGS
Public meetings are usually

held monthly. Call 
781.348.2353 or check 

www.beld.com
to confirm time and date. 

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Friday, November 10
Veterans Day

Thursday & Friday, 
November 23 & 24

Thanksgiving holiday
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Community BullEtin Board
recycling update
Please do not put plastic bags in your recycling bin. Re-
cycling incorrectly wreaks havoc on equipment, creates a 
safety hazard for employees at the processing facility, and  
increases costs. All plastic bags should go in the trash or 
be disposed of in the special recycling containers at the 
entrance of every supermarket.

Santa visits Pond meadow Park for wreath sale
Sat. 12/2, 10 a.m.–3 p.m., Pond Meadow Park. Hayrides, 

and wreaths available for purchase—bring a camera for a 
great picture!

Gardeners’ Guild of Braintree 2017 holiday 
house tour & boutique
Sun. 12/3, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Boutique and holiday fair, Brain-
tree Town Hall. 1-5 p.m., house tour: “A Portrait of Christ-
mas,”  at the Silowan home, 150 Cedar Street. 781.843.7663, 
gardenersguildofbraintree.com.

BEld Broadband … now faster than ever!

Thank you to all 
the customers 
who came out 
to our annual 
events at the 
Farmers Market 
and Department 
of Elder Affairs 
in September. 
We enjoy visit-
ing with you and 
always appreciate 
your support!

BELD Broadband Internet now has down-
load speeds up to 300 Mbps for less than 
$100 a month, and subscribers with at least 
100 Mbps enjoy upload speeds of 30 Mbps! 
With higher speeds up and down you can 
enjoy everything the Web has to offer, includ-
ing downloading high-definition movies, 
uploading photos, streaming TV shows, and 
more. These faster speeds are perfect for 
gaming or simultaneous streaming across 
multiple devices. Looking to upgrade? Call 
781.348.BELD (2353) today and inquire 
about our new faster Internet.

Give a BELD gift certificate to a family 
member to be applied to an electric bill, 

or surprise a neighbor with one to cover 
the cost of some BELD Broadband On 
Demand movies. Our gift certificates can 
be used as payment on any BELD or BELD 
Broadband account and are available for 
purchase in any amount at our office. Call 
781.348.BELD (2353) for more details.

looking for a unique holiday gift?

Thomas Reynolds 
Chairman
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