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BELD’s new SmartSavings Program pays you back
Get paid to save energy this summer! Sign up 
for BELD’s new SmartSavings Program and 
score a $60 electronic gift card just for join-
ing—plus an additional 
$20 gift card for par-
ticipating in Commu-
nity Energy hours. All 
you need is an installed 
qualified smart thermo-
stat device from Nest, 
Simple or Honeywell.

Community En-
ergy hours help lower 
demand during peak 
energy hours, like those hot summer afternoons 
when everyone’s cranking up their air condi-
tioning. Smart thermostats help use less energy 
during those peak hours by automatically 

cooling your home ahead of time. You can 
expect up to 15 four-hour events like this 
each year. These events can take place from 

noon to 7 p.m., and only 
on weekdays. Lastly, you 
can override your smart 
thermostat if you’re un-
comfortable, and there’s no 
penalty for not participat-
ing in a program event.

For details or to sign up 
for the program, visit the 
website below. It’s worth 
checking out … 

you might even qualify for addi-
tional rebates!

smartsavingsprogram.com

Braintree Electric Light Department joins the 
Electrical Safety Foundation International to let 
you know that May is National Electrical Safety 
Month. It’s a perfect time to look around your 
house and identify potential electrical hazards. Here 
are some things you should look for:
•	Make	sure	cords	are	in	good	condition,	not	frayed	

or cracked. Cords should never be nailed or 
stapled	to	a	wall,	baseboard,	or	any	other	object.	
Check to see that extension cords are not over-
loaded (as indicated by the ratings on them) and 
use them only temporarily. Make sure exten-
sion cords have safety closures to help pro-
tect young children from shock hazards and 
mouth burns. 

•	Don’t	leave	plugged-in	appliances	
where they might come into contact 
with water. If one does fall into wa-
ter,	NEVER reach in to pull it out—even if 
it’s turned off!	First	turn	off	the	power	source	
at	the	panel,	then	unplug	the	appliance.	

•	Plugs	should	fit	securely	into	outlets.	Never 
force a plug into an outlet if it doesn’t 
fit! Avoid overloading outlets with too 
many	appliances,	and—to	reduce	the	risk	
of	electric	shock—make	sure	that	Ground	
Fault	Circuit	Interrupter	(GFCI)	protection	
is provided for outlets near kitchen 
counters,	in	bathrooms,	and	at	
outdoor receptacles. 

Each year thousands of people are 
injured	or	die	from	electrical	fires	and	
electric shock. Take a few minutes 
this month to do an electrical safety 
check of your home. 

May is Electrical Safety Month

The market runs 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Satur-
days—rain or shine—
through October 27 

at the Braintree Town 
Hall. Stop by the BELD 
tent to learn about our 
energy saving pro-
grams and check out a 
BELD electric vehicle! 

Farmers 
Market 
opens 

June 16 

    For more 
    information, 

   visit braintreefarmersmarket.org
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PAYMENT OPTIONS
Sign up for AutoPay 
at beld.com, or call 

781.348.1001 to make 
a one-time payment.

PAYMENT LOCATIONS
150 Potter Road

Our office is open from 7:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Customer 

Service is open
until 7 p.m. on Thursday.

Drop Boxes
Top of Potter Road
Beside Town Hall 

Cash accepted only at
South Shore Bank

1010 Washington St.
372 Washington St.

BROADBAND HELPDESK
Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sat-Sun: 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

COMMISSION MEETINGS
Public meetings are usually

held monthly. Call 
781.348.2353 or check 

www.beld.com
to confirm time and date. 

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Monday, May 28
Memorial Day
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CoMMunity BuLLEtin BoarD

BELD has received national recognition for 
achieving exceptional electric reliability in 2017. 
The recognition comes from the American 
Public Power As-
sociation (www.
PublicPower.org), 
a trade group that 
represents more 
than 2,000 not-
for-profit, com-
munity-owned 
electric utilities. 

The Association 
helps members 
track outage and 
restoration data through its subscription-based 
eReliability Tracker service and then compares 
the data to national statistics tracked by the 
U.S. Energy Information Administration for all 
types of electric utilities.

“To be recognized for having outstanding 
reliability on a national level is truly a credit to 
our dedicated employees and well-maintained 
electric system,” said Ken Stone, BELD’s Energy 
Services manager. 

Stone said that using the eReliability Tracker soft-
ware is a great way for utilities to identify areas in 
their service territory that may require infrastruc-
ture upgrades or additional tree-trimming efforts. 

“BELD uses the outage information to compare 
circuits on our system and to look for root causes 
of the outages, which for us, are mostly animal—
squirrel—related,” Stone said. “We also look into 
the duration of outages and look at ways to reduce 
outage time by reviewing fuse coordination, and 
adding new re-closers, animal guards or switches.”

For more information about the Association’s 
reliability programs and services, visit 
publicpower.org/reliability.

BELD earns Excellence in reliability award

Braintree Drives 
Electric is excited 
to celebrate its 
two-year anniver-
sary at the end of 
this month. We are 
proud to share that, 
since the beginning 
of our program, the 
number of Electric 
Vehicles in town 

has increased more than 500%, and Braintree 
continues to be the leading EV town in all of 
southeastern Massachusetts! 

We owe our success so far to the support and 
participation of the wonderful residents of 
Braintree. More than 300 of you have sub-
scribed to our emails, and many more have 
joined us at the Farmers Market, test driven cars 
at our events, and helped us spread the word 
about our program. 

When the program began in 2016, there were 
only a handful of affordable EVs to choose from, 
and not a single long-range all-electric for less 
than $60,000. Even with limited options, you 

jumped at the opportunity for greener, cheaper 
driving. Now, in 2018, there are many more 
choices from every major manufacturer. There 
really is an EV that works for everyone.

We are excited to provide more opportunities to 
encourage Braintree residents to choose Electric 
Vehicles. We continue to roll out new programs 
and incentives, so be sure to visit or call us to get 
more information. Thank you for your contin-
ued support!

time flies when you’re having fun!

Spring 2018 curbside yard waste 
Pickup will take place the weeks of 4/30, 5/7, 5/14, 5/21, 5/28. Acceptable items: grass clippings, leaves & twigs—larger 
items can be dropped off at 225 Plain Street (Compost Site). Hours: Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat & Sun 7:15 a.m.–2:45 p.m. Trash 
sticker required. 

BraintreeDrivesElectric.com 
BraintreeDrivesElectric@beld.com 

781.303.4994


